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Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, the Central 
Committee has proposed to explore a judicial jurisdiction system which is 
appropriately separate from administrative divisions, emphasizing the construction of 
a litigation pattern where ordinary cases are heard on administrative division courts 
while special cases are tried on cross-administrative division courts. As a result, to 
implement the spirit of the central policy, the Supreme People’s Court of China and 
the Supreme People’s procuratorate of China have deployed the exploration of the 
cross-administrative division jurisdiction system of environmental resources cases in 
several areas in the country.   
 The paper is divided into four chapters in addition to Preface and Introduction. 
 Chapter One investigates the exploration mode of the cross-administrative 
division jurisdiction system of environmental resources cases in different places in 
China from the perspective of empirical research, before categorizing the exploration 
modes according to the establishment basis of local jurisdictions. Specifically, there 
are the exploration mode relying on the railway transport court, the exploration mode 
based on natural characteristics like watershed, the exploration mode based on the 
number of cases, and the exploration mode based on the comprehensive consideration 
of natural characteristics and the nature of the case. In this chapter, on the basis of 
introducing the various exploration modes respectively, the advantages and 
disadvantages of every exploration mode are analyzed one by one.   
 Chapter Two gives a comprehensive reflection on China’s current system 
explorations by taking a foothold on the circumstances of the Chinese judiciary. In 
terms of legal basis, it points out the lack of legitimacy in the method of designated 
centralized jurisdiction and the legal obstacles that must be addressed to set up 
cross-administrative division courts and procuratorates; in judicial resources and their 
configuration, it holds that the local cross-administrative division court can provide 
judicial resources and judicial experience, while the internal judicial organizations of 
environmental resources cases of judicial organs from other areas can provide 
organizational and personnel guarantee; in system objectives, it makes clear that 
judicial divisions should be appropriately, but not completely, separate from 
administrative divisions, and that the establishment of system should be consistent 
with the needs of ecological protection and respond to the specialty and complexity of 
environmental resources cases; and in environmental public interest litigation and 
procuratorial functions, the chapter reveals many existing practical problems with 
environmental public interest litigation, which the prosecution has failed to function 
fully to cope with. 
 Chapter Three employs comparative analysis to look beyond China and analyze 
what experience can be borrowed from the operations of the cross-administrative 
division jurisdiction system of environmental resources cases abroad, on the basis of a 
comprehensive reflection on China’s institutional exploration modes. One after 













protection of Russia, the Brazilian judiciary where the prosecution intervenes in 
environmental public interest litigation, the land and environmental court system of 
Sweden, and the environmental special court system of Australia and the USA, and 
the green court system of the Philippines. 
 Chapter Four contains suggestions on the creation of the cross-administrative 
division jurisdiction system of environmental resources cases of China. To solve the 
problems discovered in the comprehensive reflection, the author puts forward specific 
countermeasures. First, the methods for eliminating the legal obstacles in the 
institutional creation are suggested; second, the jurisdictional institutions should be 
set up and the specialization and professionalism of judicial personnel promoted 
through reasonable application of jurisdiction, and rational allocation of judicial 
resources should be achieved by establishing convenient litigation contact offices and 
innovating trials; third, in terms of improving the design of the system, the judicial 
organs should set up ecological protection objectives and corresponding evaluation 
mechanism, explore the mechanism to involve environmental protection experts in 
trials, fully operate the preventive and restorative environmental judicial system, 
establish a cross-regional cross-sectoral judicial co-ordination mechanism, etc.; and 
fourth, measures of promoting the normal development of environmental public 
interest litigation are proposed and the procuratorial functions should be improved so 
that the prosecution can exercise comprehensive supervision of environmental 
violations. 
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